
Harvest Line 
845-473-1415          www.farmproject.org       Co-Farm Directors:  Asher and Wendy Burkhart-Spiegel      Program Director: Leah Smith

Linking Food, Farm, and Community
The Poughkeepsie Farm Project is a non-proýt organization that works toward a just and sustainable food system in the Mid-Hudson Valley by 
operating a member-supported farm, providing education about food and farming, and improving access to healthy locally-grown food.

 Vol. 9   #1   2007

Welcome to the PFPõs 9th Season!

Growersô Row
Weather, Peas, a Tractor, and Community

It is hard to believe, as I 
write this at the start of 
June after a long string of 
80- and 90-degree days, 
but it was a cold spring 
and the plants grew more 
slowly than usual. Now 
it appears that the recent 
heat is catching us up 
quickly, and itôs no longer 
feeling like the vegetables 
will be coming in particu-
larly late. 
 The pea patch is look-
ing especially good this year ï we have had 
problems in the past getting good pea germina-
tion and not having time to stake the plants; 
this year we presprouted many of them to 
ensure a decent patch and planted dwarf variet-
ies that donôt need to be staked. We also got the 
hoop house (unheated greenhouse) planted nice 
and early to tomatoes, so weôre hoping for an early start. Two out of our three bee-
hives made it through the winter and are now doing well, and we started another two 
hives this spring, so we are anticipating good crop pollination this year.
 Our biggest improvement this year is that PFP is on the path to owning its first 
ever brand new tractor! It has already made a big difference with the quality of our 
bed preparation, which is making our mechanical weed control much more success-
ful. It also gives great peace of mind to have at least one tractor that isnôt likely to 
break down any minute.
 Asher, Megan, and I have been busy this spring tending tools and equipment, 
preparing ground, seeding, planting, etc. We are excited about the start of members 
joining us in the fields for their work hours, and the arrival of Francis, Kat, Nate, 
Stephen, and Sara (our Community Food Fellows) for the incoming enthusiasm, good 
company, help running the farm, and the opportunity to share the farm with others. 
 We are also excited about eating greens again and looking forward to what is to 
come. Hooray for another season!  ðYours in the field, Wendy

Top: The busy scene at Orientation, May 26.
Above: The growing team: Back: Nate 
McNamara, Megan Allen, Francis Adams, 
Steve Reilly. Front: Wendy, Asher, Sara 
Muckenhaupt, Kat Aymeloglu

Mark Your Calendar: 
September 8: PFP Fundraising 
Dinner and Silent Auction
The Fundraising Committee is planning 
our first annual PFP Fundraising Dinner 
and Silent Auction for September 8, 2007 
at the Alumnae House at Vassar College, 
catered by the Main Course. If you are 
interested in volunteering to make this 
event a success, please contact Emily 
Bennison at anahuli@resist.ca or call 
Leah at 473-1415.
 We especially need donations of:

Centerpieces 
Printing
Wine
Stamps
Photography

There are other ways to help:
Å  Join other quilters to contribute a square 

to the PFP quilt for the Silent Auction. 
Å Donate a gift to the silent auction. 
Å Help us spread the word and attract 

sponsors and dinner guests.
Å Fulfill your member hours by joining 

the fundraising committee to help plan 
a wonderful event!

May 12 Open House 

Members and non-members got a chance to buy 
PFP-grown plants for their gardens on May 12 at 
the annual spring open house. 




